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Roland R. Hegstad
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Blavatsky, and Emma Curtis Hopkins, who established the New
Thought movement,” reports Connell. “All were women who emerged
from abusive relationships with
men to found religious sects that
blended science and spirituality”
And what of JZ Knight? Reports
Connell:
“The eighth of nine
children in a family of
dirt-poor migrant workers, she, according to her
own account, grew up
poor and unloved. Her
mother picked cotton;
her father was a drunk.
Almost raped by a relative as a young girl and
ostracized in her teenage
years by a stepfather who
loathed her, she ‘fell in
love with Cod’ at an early
age and talked to Him
incessantly. In time, she
said, Cod began to talk
back to her.
“Knight, who married
young, gave birth to two
sons, never went to college and has been divorced several
times.”
Sociologist Constance Jones,
who conducted a demographic survey of Knight’s students before the
conference, reported that “middleaged women are particularly drawn
to the school— 80 percent of the
540 students surveyed were well-

educated women who had left successful careers in search of spiritual
fulfillment.”
Joe Szimhart, an anti-cult specialist in Philadelphia, offers his
diagnosis: “People who go in for
this kind of group are well-educated, looking for change. They
RNS Photo/Mark Frey

New Ager JZ Knight

read Shirley MacLaine. They watch
T he X-Files.’ They read The Celestine Prophecies. It doesn’t surprise
me that women are drawn to the
group. Unconsciously, they see her
as a woman who controls a male
god.”
What is Knight’s concept of
God?
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volume, pulse and skin temperature
that they contend cannot be faked.”
“I don’t know who you are, JZ,
but I do know you are not a fraud,”
says Krippner.
Knight has copyrighted Ramtha;
no one else can legally use her channel! Says one skeptic: “To me, this
says it’s a fiction. Ramtha is not this
spiritual thing pouring through her,
but something she turns on and off
at will. She owns part of god in
some sense.”
Perhaps that “some sense” is
nonsense.
Or perhaps it is much more.
Turn to page 42 and you’ll find what
another woman who claimed to
receive messages had to say about
what today is called “channeling.” □

“Ramtha says God is a mind
composed of consciousness and
energy, birthed from the void. And
the power of God is to transform
[energy waves] into particles of
experience. We’ll make a New Age
of superconsciousness possible, in
which new kinds of energy coexist
with the old.”
Before the scholars arrived, parapsychologist Stanley Krippner, of
the Saybrook Institute, a graduate
school in San Francisco, and a neurophysiologist, visited Knight’s
ranch and measured the physiological changes that occurred in Knight
during channeling. Reports Connell: “They charted increases in
heart rate, muscle tension and skin
moisture and decreases in blood
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• To affirm the centrality
of the cross
• To reaffirm the surety
of the Word
• To confirm the Spirit of
Prophecy
• To seek revealed truth

• To consider principles of
interpretation
• To investigate unsettled
questions
• To fellowship with believers
• To pray for the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit

See page 61 for information on how to become a member
of ATS and to receive its publications.
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